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not likely to surrender them without far better terms than
any hitherto proposed by the other side*
Lloyd George, in his War Memoirs, has himself given us a
brief account of these momentous discussions* He had, he
tells us, for some time been feeling uneasy with regard to
the position of this country in the event of a European War
breaking out. Scientific inventions were making warfare a
very different thing from what it used to be in bygone days*
In particular there were two urgent questions which England
ought to face, (i) In the event of our fleet being defeated,
had we sufficient force to repel an invasion? (z) In the
event of a blockade of our shores, had we any chance of
being able to provide ourselves with sufficient food? To
both these queries he believed the answer to be in the
negative* With regard to the second, a better and more
scientific utilisation of the resources of our soil was the
proper remedy* In the case of the first, he advocated, not
a conscript army of the Continental type, but something
resembling the Swiss militia system, the whole of our young
mankind being compulsorily trained to defend their
country. In the summer of 1910, following on the death
of King Edward, there appeared to be such an accumulation
of grave issues that the traditional Party system was bound
to break down under their weight* There was the
constitutional deadlock* There was the problem of
unemployment, getting more and more difficult* Our
foreign markets were slipping out of our grasp* The work-
ing classes were growing sullen and discontented* Our
soil was gradually going out of cultivation, while at the
same time we were becoming more and more dependent on
our imported supplies of food* The countryside was
languishing, and the towns were becoming unhealthily
large* Drink was undermining the physique and efficiency
of a considerable section of the population. The Irish